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trine fitted in well with his detached attitude towards worldly
matters. Somebody must take over the duties which were too
earthly for the Church to perform, and that body was obviously
the State. But in the earlier days of his career as a Reformer
Luther was under no illusions as to the actual conduct of most
earthly rulers. In a pamphlet On Secular Authority and How far
it should be Obeyed, published in 1523, he denounces the German
Princes in the strong terms which he frequently employed when
deeply roused. 'One should know that from the beginning of
the world a clever prince has been a rara avis, and that a pious
one has been still rarer. Princes are usually either the greatest
fools or the greatest scoundrels in the world. . . .' Nevertheless
the fools and scoundrels must not be resisted actively, since this
is to open the flood-gates to rebellion and the indiscriminate
violence of "Herr Omnes'. Also, already in 1520, Luther had
perceived that the success of his cause depended to a large
extent on the attitude of the princes and had appealed 'to
the Christian Nobility of the German Nation' to unite against
Rome.

This was Luther's attitude to the secular1 power before 1525.
In that year he was horrified and genuinely amazed at the
revolt of the German peasants, and the way in which they
appealed to what they conceived to be his doctrines for justifica-
tion. The position was familiar enough in its essentials. For
some time, the peasants had been labouring under an outworn
system of medieval serfdom which was being made even more
intolerable by the application, in some instances, of modern
business methods to agriculture. Now, suddenly, what had
seemed to them inevitable hardships became glaring injustices
when viewed in the light of Luther's exhortations to a pure,
Christian way of life.

It has been the custom hitherto for men to hold us as their own
property, which is pitiable enough, considering that Christ has
delivered and redeemed us all, the lowly as well as the great, with-
out exception, by the shedding of His precious blood. Accordingly
it is consistent with Scriptures that we should be free and should wish
to be so. ... We therefore take it for granted that you will release